Pilgrim Escape to Leiden
June 2-9, 2019 ❖ The Netherlands

Pilgrim Escape to Leiden

The story of the Pilgrims is the quintessential American story — one that resonates across

four centuries with themes of democracy, religious freedom, Thanksgiving, and heritage. Join patrons
of American Ancestors and New England Historic Genealogical Society in the Netherlands on an
exclusive tour, “Pilgrim Escape to Leiden,” where we will gain an understanding of Pilgrim life outside
of England but before the voyage to America. Based in The Hague, we will visit sites that shed light on
Dutch culture, history, architecture, and art, including the old university town of Leiden, where a group
of about one hundred Pilgrims, under Pastor John Robinson, formed a congregation in 1609 before
embarking for the New World in 1620.

Join NEHGS President
Brenton Simons, Great
Migration author Robert
Charles Anderson, Tour
Director Cy Britt, and local
experts for this once-in-alifetime Pilgrim experience
in the Netherlands.
D. Brenton Simons

For questions about
reserving space on this trip,
please contact Jenna LaRiviere
at 617-226-1215 or
jenna.lariviere@nehgs.org.

Itinerary

Sunday, June 2 – Saturday, June 8, 2019
Extension to Franeker: Saturday, June 8 – Sunday, June 9, 2019
B = Breakfast • D= Dinner • L= Lunch • R = Reception

Saturday, June 1, 2019

Depart US no later than today on independent overnight flights to Amsterdam’s Schiphol Airport.

Sunday, June 2, 2019
A Warm Welcome in The Hague

Mauritshuis Museum, The Hague

Hotel des Indes, The Hague (R, D)

Arrive at Amsterdam Schiphol Airport and take the group transfer to The Hague for check-in at the deluxe
five-star Hotel des Indes in the heart of the city. Information on the timing of the group transfer will be
provided upon registration for the tour.
After settling in, meet in the lobby for a short introductory walking tour of The Hague’s tranquil and
attractive historic center, passing the Parliament en route to a private guided visit at the Maurithuis
Museum. Its world-famous collection is comprised of masterpieces such as Vermeer’s Girl with a Pearl
Earring and Carel Fabritius’s The Goldfinch.
In the evening we will gather for a welcome reception followed by a sumptuous dinner in a lovely private
room of our hotel.
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The Singel, Amsterdam

Monday, June 3, 2019
Amsterdam: An Introduction to the Pilgrims’ First New World
Hotel des Indes, The Hague (B, L, D)

We begin our second day with a walking tour of the historic center of Amsterdam. Our walk has a strong
focus on the unique role the city played in the religious and social drama of the Pilgrims during their first
year in the Netherlands. Begin at the Stopera, the combined City Hall and Opera House, which occupies the
former site of the Ancient Church, an English separatist church which had been organized in London in the
early 1590s and removed to Amsterdam in 1598. This was the church attended by the Scrooby congregation
for about a year before the community moved to Leiden in 1609. Our walk in central Amsterdam takes us
to the English Reformed church, founded in 1607 in the medieval Begijnhof Chapel as an alternative to the
Ancient Church for English residents in the city. Just across the beautiful Begijnhof courtyard is a hidden
Roman Catholic church with Baroque altars, an interesting testament to the toleration of other faiths as long
as they were hidden from view.
Close by is the Amsterdam Museum, whose galleries
depict the history of Amsterdam from the mid-13th
century to the present, showing how Amsterdam
grew from a small medieval town to a world-famous
commercial center.
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The Stopera, Amsterdam

Next, we will take a private cruise through the intricate
waterways of Amsterdam on a beautifully appointed
canal boat to gain an understanding of the importance
of the canal system to Amsterdam commerce during
the Golden Age, and to view a number of key historic
buildings dating from the Pilgrims’ time in Holland.
An expert guide will lead our touring, and a delightful
buffet lunch will be provided while on board.

The Hague

We return to Hotel Des Indes for time at leisure before
dining in one of The Hague’s best neighbourhood
restaurants.

Rembrandt Museum, Amsterdam

We will be dropped off near the impressive Rembrandt
House Museum for a private guided tour. For twenty
years Rembrandt van Rijn lived and worked here. Born
in Leiden in 1606, he grew up alongside the Pilgrim
community that settled in Leiden during his childhood.
Rembrandt’s genius helped drive the Dutch Golden
Age, a period of great wealth and cultural achievement
centered in Amsterdam.
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Tuesday, June 4, 2019
Leiden: Views of Pilgrim Places

Historical houses along a canal , Leiden

Hotel des Indes, The Hague (B, L)

Today we make the 15-mile drive to Leiden to examine the history of the Pilgrims who spent over a decade
here before their great voyage to the New World. Throughout the morning, we will learn about the religious
practices of the time and the different religious groups who lived in the community, as well as visit some of
the sites that are a testament to the Pilgrims’ stay in the city.
Our walking tour will begin at the Begijnhof Chapel,
where the Pilgrims received permission to hold their
meetings toward the end of their stay in Leiden. On the
nearby Kloksteeg are several interesting sites, including
the house where the family of Mayflower passenger
Thomas Rogers lived in the 1620s and the courtyard of
the Jan Pesijnhof, where John Robinson and about 20
other pilgrims lived and held services.
Continue to a little alleyway, now called the William
Brewstersteeg. Here, the last house on the right
incorporates the end wall of Brewster’s house, where
Brewster, Winslow, and assistants set type for some of the
Pilgrim publications. The Pilgrim Press was forced to
close in 1619, but the officials of Leiden helped William
Brewster go into hiding when an English ambassador
attempted to condemn him for political opposition.
Stained Glass in Begijnhof Chapel, Amsterdam
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Leiden American Pilgrim Museum, Leiden

Next, visit the City Hall where Pilgrims registered their
marriages in civil ceremonies — a practice they carried with
them to New England. Nearby see St. Catherine’s Hospital
Chapel, used since the 17th century as the Walloon Church,
where some Pilgrims attended services, including Phillip de
Lannoy, ancestor of FDR. We will also see the Vrouwekerk
ruin, the church where Brewster had a child buried and where
Francis Cooke and Hester Cooke were married.

This afternoon, we will travel by canal boat to delve into the
personal stories of the Pilgrims during private behind-thescenes visits with the directors of both the Leiden American
Pilgrim Museum, established by Jeremy Bangs, and the
Heritage Leiden where we will see the precious collections
and archives.
We return to Hotel Des Indes for an independent dinner
and the evening at leisure.

City Hall, Leiden

After a full morning, a hearty lunch is provided at a charming
local restaurant located at the foot of the city’s historic 12thcentury castle which splits the old and new Rhine.

Pilgrim Escape to Leiden 5

Leiden University Church, Leiden

Wednesday, June 5, 2019
Leiden: Pilgrim Life and History in their Dutch Hometown
Hotel des Indes, The Hague (B, L, D)

Today we return to Leiden for a visit to the Lakenhal Museum, the main city museum housed since 1874
in the Lakenhal, the former cloth-makers’ hall built in 1640. Here the director will give us a warm welcome
and the museum’s curator of history will make a presentation exclusively for us.
We continue by foot to the Academiegebouw (Leiden University
Building), where theological disputations were held in which
John Robinson was a participant. Our study leader, Bob Anderson,
will give a talk on the Franeker Connection, William Ames, and
Thomas Parker.
Lunch is next door in the Garden Room of the Botanical Garden.
Here, we will learn more about the medicinal practices of the times,
including the use of herbs and how the Pilgrims might have prepared
for their voyage to the New World in 1619. After lunch, we have the
opportunity to see the reconstruction of the Botanical Garden as it
was in Pilgrim times and also the spot where the first tulips in Holland
were imported via Vienna from Turkey in about 1590.

Botanical Garden, Leiden
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After leaving the Botanical Garden, there will be free time to explore
Leiden on your own. In the late afternoon we will gather for a special
visit to the historic Pieterskerk before dinner at a nearby restaurant.

The historical Delfshaven area, Rotterdam

Thursday, June 6, 2019
Delfshaven and Delft

Hotel des Indes, The Hague (B, L)

This afternoon, journey to Delft, most famous for its historic center
with canals, Delft Blue, and the master painter Johannes Vermeer.
There will be free time to experience Delft on your own. Possible
visits include Delft’s two most important churches: the Oude Kerk,
burial place of Vermeer; Nieuve Kerk, constructed between 1381
and 1496, home to the Dutch royal family’s burial vault; as well as
the Prinsenhof Museum. We cap off our day with a visit to Royal
Delft, the last remaining Delft Blue factory from the 17th century.
Upon our return to the Hotel des Indes, the evening is at leisure.

Old Church, Delft

Today we travel to Delfshaven, the most attractive historic borough
of Rotterdam, known worldwide as the launching point for the
Pilgrim Fathers who departed in 1620 for England and then on to
the New World. Wander the same quays that the Pilgrims did as they
prepared to board their ships. Visit the Pilgrim Fathers Church
and learn more about the reasons for leaving the Netherlands. Not
far away is the historical De Delft shipyard, a museum featuring a
reconstruction project of the 18th-century ship De Delft, which will
be one of the largest ship replicas in the world once it is completed.
Before leaving, we stop at a local restaurant for a brewpub lunch
featuring their own craft beer.
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Friday, June 7, 2019
Return to Amsterdam

Rijksmuseum, Amsterdam

Hotel des Indes, The Hague (B, R, D)
This morning we travel to Amsterdam for a private guided tour
of the Rijksmuseum, where we will contemplate masterpieces
by Rembrandt, Frans Hals, and Vermeer. Special attention will also
be paid to artwork relevant to the 12 years that the Pilgrims spent
living in Holland, and the religious and social upheaval that marked
the period.
There will be free time for independent exploration and lunch before
we travel to the Zaans Museum for a visit of the town’s famous
windmills and authentic workshops. In the 1980s, Zaanse Schans was
named a Dutch heritage site. Here, one can visit working windmills
that produce oil, flour, lumber, and pigments for paint, and discover
traditional craft making. In the Wooden Shoes Museum, watch a
clog maker demonstrate how the shoes are made using authentic
tools, and at the traditional bakery nearby, try delicious specialties
of times past.
We return to The Hague in the late afternoon with time at leisure
before gathering for pre-dinner drinks and a festive farewell
dinner — our final experience together in celebration of the
Pilgrim Fathers in the Netherlands!
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Traditional Dutch windmills, Zaans Museum

Saturday, June 8, 2019

Zuiderzee Museum, Enkhuizen

(B)

After breakfast, transfer to Amsterdam Schiphol Airport for independent returns to the US.
OR

Optional Extension

Saturday, June 8, 2019

Hotel des Indes, The Hague (B, D)
Today we travel north to Franeker, the home of the second oldest university of the Netherlands, founded
shortly after Leiden University. William Ames, a moderate Puritan from England, was on the faculty here,
and there were a number of English students at Franeker as well.
En route we will stop for a visit to the Zuiderzee Museum in Enkhuizen to experience everyday
life around the Zuiderzee as it was before the Afsluitdijk (IJsselmeer Barrier Dam) changed the sea
into the IJsselmeer in 1932.
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Afsluitdijk

We will continue to Franeker, crossing over the
Afsluitdijk. In Franeker we will visit the Museum
Martena housed in a manor house built in 1498 and
devoted to the history of the university, the city and the
region. We will also visit Franeker City Hall, one of
the most impressive Golden Age civic buildings in the
country, and the Martinikerk (Church of St. Martin, 15th
century). We will then walk to the surviving buildings of
the university, which were disbanded by Napoleon in 1811
and is now an apartment complex.
Before returning to The Hague, we will enjoy dinner in
an inn set alongside a canal.

Sunday, June 9, 2019

Hotel des Indes, The Hague (B)
After breakfast, transfer to Amsterdam Schiphol
Airport for independent return travel.
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Franeker City Hall, Franeker
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Tour Information
Tour Price
Main Tour, Price Per Person, Double Occupancy .............................. $6,495
Single Supplement .................................................................................. $795
Franeker Extension, Price Per Person, Double Occupancy............... $675
Franeker Extension Single Supplement ............................................... $150
*Tour package price is based on a minimum of 25 full-paying participants for the Main Tour and on a minimum of 10 paying participants for the Franeker Extension and
calculated on foreign exchange rates in effect as of October 2018. At the time of final payment, NEHGS reserves the right to add any increased costs arising from changes in
foreign exchange rates or taxes and from changes instituted by suppliers or caused by fluctuating market conditions. Rates are based on group participation and there can
be no refund for services or portions of the tour not used. It is also understood and agreed that participation in all excursions is optional and at the discretion of the tour
member and that refunds cannot be made to tour members who do not participate or complete the tour, for any reason.

Activity Level
Moderate, good walking ability

Deposit & Final Payment
A deposit of $2,000 per paying participant will be required to guarantee participation on a first come, first served
basis in the program. This may be paid by check or by credit card. Final payment will be invoiced and is due by
check or credit card on or before Friday, February 22, 2019. Registrations will be accepted beyond this date on a
space-available basis with payment in full by check.

Tour Price Inclusions
Six (6) nights at the Hotel Des Indes; daily breakfast, four (4) lunches, two (2) receptions, and four (4) dinners; wine
or beer included with most lunches and at all dinners; transportation by deluxe private coach with bottled water
daily as outlined in the itinerary; porterage upon arrival/departure at the hotel; all gratuities for coach drivers,
guides, hotel porters, and waitstaff; entrance fees and donations as outlined in the itinerary; (1) group transfer from
Amsterdam’s Schiphol Airport upon arrival and (1) group transfer to Amsterdam’s Schiphol Airport upon departure;
local English-speaking guides and on-site staff for all programmed activities; experienced NEHGS Tour Leader
Brenton Simons, President & CEO; Study Leader Robert Anderson; and Tour Director, Cy Britt; service charges
and taxes; complete pre-departure documentation and materials, including recommended reading list and travel
information.

Tour Price Exclusions
Airfare, airline taxes, and fuel surcharges; airport porterage; individual transfers to and from the airport for those
not using group transfers; excursions, activities, or meals during traveler’s free time; personal items; personal
services; travel extensions; personal insurance for health, baggage, and tour cancellation; passport fees; visa fees;
gratuities for hotel housekeeping; any other items not specifically included in the itinerary.
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Optional Extension: Franeker
One (1) night at the Hotel Des Indes; daily breakfast and one (1) dinner; wine or beer included with dinner;
transportation by deluxe private coach with bottled water as outlined in the itinerary; full-day excursion to Franeker,
including visits to the Zuiderzee Museum, Museum Martena, Franeker City Hall, and Martinkerk; all gratuities for
coach drivers, guides, hotel porters, and waitstaff; on-site guides and staff for programmed activities; experienced
Study Leader Robert Anderson; and Tour Director, Cy Britt.

Terms & Conditions
NEHGS, ISDI and their ground operators act only as an agent for the participant with respect to transportation,
accommodations, and all other services relating to this tour. NEHGS, ISDI, and/or their agents assume no
responsibility or liability for any act, error or omission, or for any injury, loss, accident, delay or irregularity,
which may be caused by any defect in any aircraft, ship, train, bus, or other carrier, or through neglect or default
of any subcontractor or other third party, which may be used wholly or in part in the performance of their duty
to the participants of the tour. NEHGS and ISDI reserve the right to cancel any tour prior to departure for any
reason including insufficient numbers of participants, as well as the right to decline to accept or retain any person
as a member of the tour at any time. If bookings fall below the minimum required, passengers will be advised of
additional costs or itinerary alterations before departure date.

Cancellations & Refunds
All cancellations must be received in writing by NEHGS, and charges are calculated as of the day notification is
received in writing by NEHGS. If a tour member cancels, the following scale of charges is incurred: There is a
non-refundable administrative fee of $500 per person. The costs associated with any tickets purchased for planned
activities (as indicated in the itinerary) are non-refundable. Written cancellation received by NEHGS on or before
Friday, February 22, 2019: full refund minus $500 per person administrative fee. Written cancellation received by
NEHGS on or between Saturday, February 23 and Thursday, April 18, 2019: full refund of any recoverable land
costs, less 50% of tour cost per person cancellation charge (includes administrative fee). Cancellations received on
or after Friday, April 19, 2019: no refund. After the tour has commenced, it is not possible to issue any refunds. No
refunds for any unused portion of the tour including, but not limited to, occasional missed meals or any missed
sightseeing tours. Costs for promotion, staff, and other group expenses are not refundable. In the case of cancellation,
substitutions are not acceptable. The tour cost is non-transferable, and no substitutions are allowed. If NEHGS or
ISDI cancels the tour due to low registrations, active registrants will receive a full refund of all tour payments.

Travel Insurance
NEHGS strongly recommends the purchase of trip cancellation insurance. We will send you travel insurance
information upon tour registration. In the event that you must cancel your participation in a travel program, trip
cancellation insurance may be the only source of reimbursement.

Contact Information
For questions about reserving space on
this trip, please contact Jenna LaRiviere
at 617-226-1215 or jenna.lariviere@nehgs.org.
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“Every moment on the trip surpassed the next. The unprecedented
entrée to the past and present was overwhelming—the perfect blend
of great and intimate treasures, all perfectly woven together.
Thank you for sharing your love of history, your friends,
and your associates with such grandeur and originality.”
–T. Buster, Virginia

Heritage Tours
AmericanAncestors.org/Heritage-Tours

Commemorating 400 Years
of Mayflower History
By commemorating the landing of the Mayf lower
in 1620, we honor the story of the Pilgrims and
of the native Wampanoag people. Their stories,
collectively and individually, embody the triumphs
and tragedies of life in early New England, and
in the country itself. While nearly half of the 102
Mayf lower passengers died during the first winter,
twenty-six families of passengers are known to have
left descendants. Currently, it is estimated that some
35 million people can trace their ancestry back to
the Mayf lower.
Here at the New England Historic Genealogical
Society—the first genealogical organization in the
world—we serve as the nation’s collective memory
for family history. We bring together a broad and
diverse audience seeking to understand the past
by educating, inspiring, and connecting people
through our scholarship, collections, and expertise.

Mayflower.AmericanAncestors.org

