Holland | Leiden

City of Rembrandt and museums

Leiden is like an open air museum with more than 3000 monuments,
35 inner court yards, 28 miles on canals and breathes history! In the town where
the famous master painter Rembrandt van Rijn was born you can easily spend a
couple of days. It’s full of stories, has 13 museums and is a lively University city.

Museums of Leiden

IJmuiden

No other city in the Netherlands has so many fantastic museums within walking distance of each
other. Krises from Indonesia, an anatomical theatre, an Egyptian temple, treasures from Japan,
the botanical garden where the first tulips of Holland flowered, and a journey through the
human body: the museums in Leiden offer an astonishing range of nature, art and culture.
Exhibitions, workshops and events bring these exceptional collections to life.

Leiden, the city where Rembrandt was born
Rembrandt Harmensz. van Rijn remains the most famous artist of the Dutch Golden Age. It was in Leiden,
his birthplace on July 15th 1606, that he first started drawing, sketching and painting, and where he
produced his first masterpieces, where he developed most of his skills. Here, in the Golden Age, is
where he stood out. It was the place where someone with ambition like Rembrandt should have been.
There are still many remains from that Golden Age period like the Rapenburg mansions, St. Peter’s church
and the 35 beguinages in the old town.
In 2019, 350 years after his death, we celebrate Rembrandt and his work in Leiden. Special events
and exhibitions surrounding this theme, will mark this year. Try the Rembrandt walking tours, visit the
extraordinary exhibition ‘Young Rembrandt’ or discover the life of the Young Rembrandt in the Young
Rembrandt Studio by a video mapping experience. Welcome in Leiden, the city of the Young Rembrandt!
More information on Rembrandt & The Golden Age: leiden.nl/youngrembrandt
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Tour Highlights

Young Rembrandt Studio



Unique stop on the Leidse Rembrandt route where you can take a peek
inside the life of the young Rembrandt. During a beautiful 7 minute

4 – 5 days Leiden
& Rotterdam

‘video mapping’ you will get acquainted with the young
Rembrandt and the most important figures in his life.



What was the unique talent Rembrandt had? What
materials did he use, and how? Look back at the

Tour may start
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first 25 years of the life of the most famous master
painter from the Golden Age: Rembrandt.

National Museum of Antiquities
Young and old can enjoy the archaeological treasures and
intriguing culture of the Egyptians, the Classical World,
the ancient Near East and the Netherlands. Here, you will
discover the fascinating world of the pharaohs, the Greeks,


Independant
traveller

Etruscans and Romans. Take a look inside a real Egyptian
temple, get up close with majestic statues of emperors and
enjoy the beauty of centuries old refi ned jewellery.

CORPUS


Suitable for
groups



‘journey through the human body’

Leiden has mainly
3 and 4 star
category hotels

CORPUS is a spectacular 55-minute ‘journey
through the human body’! Enter the 5D heart
theatre and embark on the amazing ‘journey’
of a red blood cell, jump on the tongue,
stroll through the ear, be amazed in the brain



and be prepared to be surprised about your
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own, fantastic body. Guided by an audio tour
available in eight languages.

Japanmuseum
SieboldHuis
offers Japan’s finest in a historic Dutch
residence. Admire the prints, fossils,
ceramics, mounted animals, maps and
other treasures that were collected by the
Bavarian doctor Philipp Franz von Siebold
during the 19th century. Also visit the
temporary exhibitions that feature Japanese
art and culture in Siebold’s former home.

Tour Highlights

Museum De Lakenhal



is the museum for art, crafts and the history of
the city of Leiden. Highlights from its collection
are works of Old Masters such as Lucas van
Leyden, Rembrandt van Rijn and Jan Steen, but
also of modern artists such as Theo van Doesburg, Jan Wolkers and Erwin Olaf. Museum

Cruise terminal
IJmuiden (35
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(45minutes) for
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De Lakenhal creates meaningful exhibitions of (inter)national significance, based on
sources from Leiden. In the Autumn of 2019, Museum De Lakenhal will present the ‘Jonge
Rembrandt’ (Young Rembrandt) exhibition. After almost 400 years, a number of works
which were created in Leiden by the world-famous master will return to his home town.

Leiden can easily
be reached by
train. The central
station is only 200
metres from the
Tourist Information
Point/VVV. The
city centre is at
walking distance.
From Leiden to
Delfshaven it takes
about 45 – 60
minutes by public
transportation

Museum Volkenkunde
is a museum about people. The museum
is located in a historic building just five
minutes’ walk from Leiden Central Station.
The museum presents regularly changing
exhibitions and its permanent display
features objects from eight different cultural
regions; objects that all have a story to tell
about humankind.

Naturalis



is closed for a while until mid-2019.

It’s Europe’s most engaging and innovative family museum.
The new Naturalis is the meeting place for everyone
who wants to discover and learn more about nature.
Unlike anywhere else, young and old are
immersed in a world of observing,
activities and experiences. Naturally,
our T.rex Trix will be given a place of
honour in one of the nine brand-new
exhibition rooms.

Mill Museum De Valk
(The Falcon) is a tower mill dating
from 1743. It is the last of the
original 19 mills that once stood
on Leiden’s city ramparts. Like a
true icon, the mill towers over
the city. Come and visit the Mill!
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Tour Highlights

Hortus botanicus Leiden
The Hortus botanicus in Leiden is the oldest
botanical garden in the Netherlands. This is where
Carolus Clusius cultivated the first tulips and where
Philipp Franz von Siebold brought more than 700
previously unknown plants. Visitors can admire the
beautiful botanical collections in the greenhouses
and the Chinese and Japanese garden.

Rijksmuseum Boerhaave
Discover the intriguing world of science and medicine. What
are the most important discoveries from our Dutch history
of science? And how much impact do these discoveries
have on our modern lives? The world-famous collection and
completely renovated interior show what science is all about:
curiosity, courage, creativity and perseverance.

Leiden American Pilgrim
Museum was established to recreate the
story related to the exile of all the Leiden Pilgrims.
This museum was constructed in the oldest datable



house in the Leiden area, which was built in the 14th
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century. Pilgrims lived in Leiden from 1609 to 1620.



In 1620, 35 pilgrims departed Leiden for Plymouth in
England. From there, they sailed onward aboard The
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Mayflower to the new colonies of Massachusetts. The



first harvest festival celebrated in the new colony is
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seen as the origin of Thanksgiving.

Accommodation suggestions:

Lunch & Coffee Stops:

Tours & Guides:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

• De Waag
• City Hall
• Restaurant De Klok

• Gilde Leiden
• Self guided walking tour
• Private guides

City Resort Leiden
Holiday Inn Leiden
Rembrandt Hotel
Boutique Hotel d’Oude Morsch
Boutique Hotels van Leyden

Go for an overview to
mayflower400nl.com

Ibis Hotel
Hilton Garden Inn
Golden Tulip Hotel

Go for a full overview of hotel
accommodations in Leiden to:
mayflower400nl.com/visit/leiden/

Your contacts for Mayflower400NL:
Marlijn Kok | marlijn@leidenmarketing.nl
Mincke Pijpers | mincke@leidenmarketing.nl

The Tourist
Information
Point Leiden,
Stationsweg 26,
nearby Leiden
Central Station.

